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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
. o " . a

Trvin Hall is a rectangular two-story red brick bullding with

gable roof. Flat stone lintels are placed above esch door and

window, FPilasters are located between the windows on the scuth .
front =nd the east side of the building. - Also, sbove the top wine
dows on the ssme two sides is 2 strip of patterned brickwork. The
other two sides are plain except for the openings. -On both the
fronts and back sides of the building three chirmeys rise from the
areas between the windows. On the east end of the building sits

a large, square, flat-topped wooden bell tower, which is painted
white to match the'trim on the rest of the building.

The interior of Irvin Hgll has been completely remodeled;

1likewise the south entrance has been modernized.
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CTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
 Irvin Hall was the first permanent structure of Highland
University, whose charter was granted by the Kansas_Territorial
Tegislature and approved by the acting térritorial governor,
James W. Denver, on February 9, 1858. Construction of this
puilding began in 1858, and the first story was completed for

the fall term of 1859. The second story, which included the
chapel, was added later. T

The Highland Presbytery operated the school until 1866
when the Presbyterien Synod of Kansas agsuned the responsibility.
The Synod cut off all relstions with the school in 1882, re-
sdopted it in 1505, and finzlly terminated all support in 1913.
Tn 1910 the name had peen changed to Eighland College since
wniversity shatus was never attained. o

After struggling financially for several years, the school
in }ggomdropped the vpper two years and bGCame_a_junior college.
Aceredited by the state in 1922, it became a public tax-supported
junior college in 1937. In 1959 it was designated a county
junlor cocllege by ithe state leglslature, the first to be 80
established in Kansas, . o - ‘

Ipvin Hall honors the name of the Rev. Semuel M. Irvin,
founder and for meny years missionary at the nearby Jowa, Sac
andeqx‘Ppesbyterian Mission, Irvin wasg also one of the
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founders of Highlend University, and after the mission's closing,
we devoted the remaining years of his life to the interest of
the school.

Tyvin Hall possesses both srchitectursl and historical sig-
nificance, A two-story red brick building, it is an excellenbt
example of the Plains Vernagular style, Known todsy as Highe
land Community Junicr College, it is presemtly the oldest in-
stitution of higher learning in Kanses, having gperabe con=

tinuously since its chartering, Irvin Hall;ihttﬁﬁs%fﬁéiq-dest

bullding in the state still used for higher:leducation, HaviReg
served that purpose since 1859, I~ Q. T s
i, o Vo
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Charles L. Hall, Architectural Consultent

Richsrd Penkratz, Planner

ORGANIZATION . , DATE
Kensas State Historical Society i Novenber 3, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: . '
120 West Tenth St, .
CITY OR TOWN:" - ’ . STATE CODE
' ‘ - Topeka Kansas 66612 20

[TRISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION o

- As the designated State Lizison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1866 {Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and ceriify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procédu res set
forth by the National Park Service. ‘The recommended
fevel of significance of this nemination is:

National {7} State Locat {3
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Nyle QI « Miller

Historical Society
Hovember 3, 1970

Date

" Date

Title Fxecutive Secretary, ¥ansas Sta‘té

t hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register,

s f/jmf% &’ ’/,%/’,ZMW.

Chiof, Office of Archeology and Historic Hieservation
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© COMMON: Trvin Hall, Highland Comrunity Junior College
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- Blocks 67 and 68 of original town plat. - ‘
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_ U, S. Go S, 75! Quadrangle, Highland
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1. Property broundaries where reguired.
2. North arrow.
3. Lotitude and longitude reference.
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U. S. G, S. 73' Quadrangle
Map Highland (1959)

Scale 1: 24L,00C
Lat. 390 51‘ 36“
Long. 95° 16t 13"
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